Alarming spread: on novel coronavirus outbreak
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"WHO cannot dither any longer as the coronavirus spreads with renewed vigour."

India is still novel coronavirus free, even.as 18 ¢euntries/regions have reported 67 cases, as on January 28, ac-
cording to WHO. As on Monday, all 20 samples_sefit'to the National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune were negative,
according to a Health Ministry tweet‘on Tuesday. Besides the NIV, four other laboratories have been equipped for test-
ing. Thermal screening of passengers from China.will new be extended from seven tg 20 airports; around 33,000 pas-
sengers have been screened’so far. With Nepal reporting

Asian coronavirus outbreak

one case, another Health Ministry tweet says, “adequate Coronaviruses are a family of virsuses common in animals, with the newest
deadly strain (Novel Coronavirus) identified in Wuhan, China. Now there are

preparedness for Screening” is in place 1n fivé adjoining reports of the virus in nearly a dozen countries including the U.5.

States. But it must be noted that in 2017, the Ministry kept ) /g Ay © i K
under wraps the d¢tection of three cases of the Zikayyirus W . : JHsepan
in Gujarat. These/came to light when WHO was informed . “Taiwan
. Saudi A Vietnam®
in May that year, more than five monthssafter the first,case ) " Arabla Thailand
was laboratory-canfirmed; the excuse was that the.govern- ' Singapors
ment wanted to avoid creating “panic”. Suchirresponsible
behaviour by China-had led to the spread of the severe .Zmetomsreported e emepsyames e S

. . . Transmission . Signs of coronavirus infection
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) virus that claimed. 774 Coronaviruses are zoonotic, meaning

they are transmitted between animals Fever

lives globally in the early 2000s. Tndia-should under no cir» 2nd people.
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Human-to-human transmission:

. . . Coronaviruses are most commonly GaStT?’
be spreading with renewed vigour. Cases reported from spreadfromaninfected personby:  intestinal

B Coughing and sneezing. : problems

mainland China have risen sharply — from 1,975 on Janu- ® Close personal contact, such as
touching or shaking hands.

ary 25 to 2,744 on January 26 and 4,515 on January 27. M Touchingan objector surface with
the virus on it, and then touching

Fatalities too have reflected a similar trend, touching 106 vour mouth, nose, or eyes before 4 B Pneumonia
washing your hands. i W Severe acute respitory syndrome

on January 27. The number of exported cases and coun- ™ Fecal contamination. 1 W Kidney failure
tries that have such cases have also been increasing. The SouresWHO.€DC Getty Images ey
first case of human-to-human transmission was reported in Vietnam, and now Germany. The virus has long acquired the
ability to spread among humans; WHO’s emergency committee meeting statement said China had reported fourth-gen-

eration cases within, and second-generation cases, outside Wuhan. Alarmingly, unlike SARS, more asymptomatic novel

@ 629, Ground Floor, Main Road, Dv. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi - 110009
Ph. : 011- 27658013, 9868365322 69




coronavirus cases are being reported. Besides a reported case in China, WHO has reported three other such instances
outside that country. But China’s recent warning that the novel virus might be spreading even before there are symptoms
has the potential to change the infection landscape if true. It is not clear if these were the reasons why, on Monday, WHO
silently updated the global risk assessment from “moderate” to “high retroactively” from January 23. If the virus had
exhibited all the attributes necessary to be declared as a “public health emergency of international concern” even during

the first emergency committee meeting, the situation has become grim since then. WHO cannot dither any more.

) Expected Questions (Prelims Exams)

:1. Recently, the Coronavirus has been in the news. Consider the following statements in this
] context.

] 1. Coronavirus causes Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS-CoV) and Severe Acute Respiratory
o Syndrome (SARS-CoV).

] 2. Coronavirus infection is caused only through infected animals and contaminated foods.

E Which of the above statements is/are correct?

] (a) Only 1 (b) Only 2

] (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) None of these

( Note: Answer of Prelims Expected Question given on 28 Jan., is 1 (a) )

Expected Questions (Mains Exams)

'China's irresponsible treatment of the spread of the coronavirus has turned a regional
crisis into a global crisis. In the light of this statement, analyze the cause of spred
coronavirus and menace originated in China. (250 words)

Note: - The question of the main examination given for practice is designed keeping in mind the
upcoming UPSC main examination. Therefore, to get an answer to this question, you can take
the help of this source as well as other sources related to this topic.
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