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the two PMs left without a bilateral meeting.
Five years on, Modi is back with a stron
every attempt to bring international attentiopfo Kaghynir, and the ties between the two countries have nosedived.
Imran, who has been using inﬂammatorgﬂfn age in his attacks on India and Modi personally, is almost certain
to focus his speech on Kashmir and India’s alleg€d violation of human rights in the Valley.
In the speaking order, Prime Ministers speak before the External Affairs ministers, and that’s how, India and
Pakistan don’t have fixed order of speaking at the UNGA.
Here’s a summary of the UNGA addresses by Indian and Pakistani leaders over the past five years.
2014
Modi: “Friendship with neighbours highest priority”
The PM said India was prepared to hold bilateral talks, while reminding Pakistan of the “responsibility to create
an appropriate environment”.

“India desires a peaceful and stable environment for its development. A nation’s destiny is linked to its neigh-
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bourhood. That is why my government has placed the highest priority on advancing friendship and cooperation with her
neighbours,” Modi had said.

“This includes Pakistan. I am prepared to engage in a serious bilateral dialogue with Pakistan in a peaceful
atmosphere, without the shadow of terrorism, to promote our friendship and cooperation. However, Pakistan must also
take its responsibility seriously to create an appropriate environment.

“Raising issues in this forum is not the way to make progress towards resolving issues between our two coun-
tries. Instead, today, we should be thinking about the victims of floods in Jammu and Kashmir. In India, we have organ-
ised massive flood relief operations, and have also offered assistance for Pakistan Occupied Kashmir.”

Nawaz Sharif: “We cannot draw a veil on the issue of Kashmir”

“Many generations of Kashmiris have lived their lives under occupation, accompanied by violence and abuse

of their fundamental rights. Kashmiri women, in particular, have undergone immense suffering and humiliation,” Sharif

said in his address.

highway and an A by the attack on the Dinanagar police station

in Punjab’s Gurda

At the i i ‘ tle ister Swaraj re-

talk.”
Sharif: “3 generations of Kashmiris saw oke!@&'
“Since 1947, the Kashmir dispute has r

s, brutal oppression” Sharif said:

ained unresolved. UN Security Council resolutions have remained
unimplemented. Three generations of Kashmiris have only seen broken promises and brutal oppression. Over 100,000
have died in their struggle for self-determination. This is the most persistent failure of the United Nations.

“When I assumed office... in June 2013 for the third time, one of my first priorities was to normalize relations
with India... Yet today ceasefire violations along the Line of Control and the Working Boundary are intensifying, caus-
ing civilian deaths including [those of] women and children.”

2016
Swaraj: “Egregious abuses in Balochistan”

The year saw Pathankot terrorist attack, and then the Uri attack.
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After Pakistan raised the killing of Hizbul commander Burhan Wani in July that year, Swaraj responded by
criticising Pakistani abuses in Balochistan.

“In our midst, there are nations that still speak the language of terrorism, that nurture it, peddle it, and export
it. To shelter terrorists has become their calling card. We must identify these nations and hold them to account. On 21st
September, the Prime Minister of Pakistan used this podium to make baseless allegations about human rights violations
in my country. I can only say that those accusing others of human rights violations would do well to introspect and see
what egregious abuses they are perpetrating in their own country, including in Balochistan. The brutality against the
Baloch people represents the worst form of state oppression.”

Sharif: “Will share with UN proof of India violating human rights”

“A new generation of Kashmiris has risen spontaneously against India’s illegal occupation — demanding free-
dom from occupation,” Sharif had said. “Burhan Wani, the young leader murdered by Indian forces, has emerged as the
symbol of the latest Kashmiri Intifada, a popular and peaceful freedom movement, led by Kashmiris, young and old,

men and women, armed only with an undying faith in the legitimacy. of their cause, and a hunger for freedom in their

In one of he i j sai is/dai i ’s Prime Minister Sha-

hid Khaqan Abbagi wa i i i i : sed India of State-

Commissioner for Human Rights send an Inquiry£€ommission to occupied Kashmir to verify the nature and extent of
India’s human rights violations... To this end, the UN Secretary-General should appoint a Special Envoy on Kashmir.
His mandate should flow from the longstanding but unimplemented resolutions of the Security Council.”

This was also the year when Pakistan’s Representative to UN Malecha Lodhi flashed a picture of an injured
Gaza girl, falsely alleging that she was a victim of pellet guns in Kashmir.
2018
Swaraj: “Pakistan glorifies killers”

Although Pakistan got a new PM Imran Khan, the verbal duel continued and India cancelled the meeting be-

tween Foreign ministers after agreeing to them.

After Pakistan’s foreign minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi accused India of involvement in the 2014 Peshawar
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school attack, Swaraj responded: “We are accused of sabotaging the process of talks. This is a complete lie. We believe
that talks are the only rational means to resolve the most complex of disputes. Talks with Pakistan have begun many
times. If they stopped, it was only because of Pakistan’s behaviour.

“Time and again, Pakistan accuses India of human rights violations. Who can be a greater transgressor of human
rights than a terrorist? Those who take innocent human lives in pursuit of war by other means are defenders of inhuman
behaviour, not of human rights. Pakistan glorifies killers; it refuses to see the blood of innocents.”

Foreign Minister Qureshi: “Will never forget Samjhauta attack, Peshawar attack”

Qureshi had said that Pakistan would “never forget the mass murder of more than 150 children in a Peshawar
school [in 2014], the terrible Mastung attack [in July 2018] and many others that have links with terrorists supported
by India... (as well as) the terrorist attack in India against Samjhota Express carrying innocent Pakistanis”. He said that
Pakistan had in its custody “a serving Indian Naval officer, Commander Kulbhushan Yadav, who has provided us with
the most incriminating evidence by accepting that he, on the instructions of his government, financed, planned and ex-

ecuted acts of terrorism and violence in Pakistan”.

(d) All of the above

ee 000000000 o' Expected Questions (Prelims Exams) R R
: 1. In the context of the United Nations General Assembly, consider the following statements- :
. 1. Itisthe only major part of the United Nations system, in which all member states have equal representation. !
. 2. The General Assembly may make recommendations on any matter within the scope of the United Nations, except [
. in matters of peace and security under the consideration of the Security Council. [
] 3. All 193 member nations of the United Nations are represented in the General Assembly which makes it the only *
] UN body with universal representation

] Which of the above statements is/are correct?

] (a) Only 1

. (b) 2and3

© 1and3

Expected Questions (Mains Exams)

In the context of the recent dispute of India-Pakistan, the forthcoming United Nations*
General Assembly meeting is very important for both countries. Analyze the above state-.

~

ment with the help of prior examples of the use of this platform by both countries.
(250 Words)

Note: Answer of Prelims Expected Question given on 9 Sept. is 1 (b)
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