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"A degree of policy fecklessness and political inconsistency characterises the last
18 years of the US-led global war on 0T), though the acronym is no

The 18th anniversary of the traged isi as heralding a triumphant closure to a long drawn
out war under the leadership, i hat began in Oc¢tober 2001 has been bloody and
has led to more than 2,400 Ameri i ATO nations’fsoldiers losing their lives, along
with thousands of haplés . s killed is imprecise but is estimated to be closer
to 1, 00,000.

Few US o

the details 0

war on terror (GWOT), though the acronym is ng nge@) . The enormity of 9/11 in September 2001 and the

ap@ icited near universal support and sympathy for the US at
resdlve would swiftly quarantine Al Qaeda and its Taliban support

symbolism of the Twin Towers in New York

that time and it was expected that this level of g
base in Afghanistan.

However, in a very imprudent change of objective and target by the White House, the first of many feckless
policy lurches was effected when the US shifted its focus from Afghanistan to Iraq in early 2003. Very soon, precious
human lives and considerable wealth were expended with little accountability or reasonably well-defined politico-mili-
tary objectives. The US soldier paid with life and limb and the US citizen through tax dollars to support a war in distant
lands that seemed to have no purpose or closure.

While there is palpable relief globally (barring in Pakistan) at the US-Taliban deal being aborted at the last
minute, the ostensible reason for this decision — the death of one US soldier — is unconvincing when thousands have

already died in this war. US special representative Zalmay Khalilzad had spent months in shuttle diplomacy to bring the
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Taliban to the negotiating table and Trump’s determination to arrive at a “deal” was also linked to the US president’s re-
election campaign strategy for 2020. The fact that Washington was willing to accept the exclusion of the elected Ghani
government in Kabul in the preparatory negotiations was seen as an indicator of the Trump team’s resolve to seal the
deal.

Why, then, was this deal with the Taliban called off at the last minute? Many reasons are being advanced, in-
cluding sharp differences between the US National Security Adviser John Bolton and the State Department and those
perceived to have Trump’s ear. The considered opposition to a dubious and hasty deal was also evidenced in the manner
that former US diplomats, who had served in Kabul, released a joint statement (September 3) titled: “US-Taliban Nego-
tiations: How to Avoid Rushing to Failure”.

The nine signatories (James Dobbins, Robert P Finn, Ronald E Neumann, William Wood, John Negroponte,
Earl Anthony Wayne, Ryan Crocker, James Cunningham, and Hugo Llorens) make a persuasive case for US policy to
be pursued with caution and conclude: “It is critical that the United States make clear that full withdrawal will not occur

on fixed dates but will, on the contrary, require conclusion g and clearly defined peace.”
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1. Consider the following statements regarding the Global War on Terrorism-
1. Global War on Terrorism is an important initiative of the government to curb terrorism.
2. Global War on Terrorism as a concept was Propounded after 9/11 terror attack.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) Only 1
(b) Only 2
(c) Both1and?2
(d) None of the above

Expected Questions (Mains Exams)

Is America's exit from Afghanistan peace talks at the eleventh hour a strategic mistake-

~

of America? How will this move affect the Indian subcontinent, including Afghanistan?°
Discuss. (250 Words)

Note: Answer of Prelims Expected Question given on 10 Sept. is 1 (d)
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