Another chance in Afghanistan

Committed to Excellence

Writer - Happymon Jacob (teaches at the Jawaharlal

Nehru University)

This article is related to General Studies-
Paper-11 (International Relations) The Hindu 25 Sept., 2019

it has grown tired of the Afghan-s

In any case, we are back to another season

and for India in particular?
Implications for Afghanistan

The direct fallout of the American pullout from the negotiations is more bloodshed in the country. The gloves
are now off (not that the Taliban was greatly restrained earlier) and the Taliban has already started carrying out major at-
tacks with the American troops fighting back. However, the current dispensation in Afghanistan, led by President Ashraf
Ghani, might not be too displeased with the outcome. The September 28 elections are likely to go ahead, and Mr. Ghani

has a chance to continue as President without having to share power with the Taliban — a prospect Kabul has been
uneasy about for a long time — to the extent that he actively discouraged all talks with the Taliban that did not involve

Kabul. The Ghani government will also be pleased with the fact that U.S. troops are likely to continue in the country, for

if left alone the government will not survive long.
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The larger question that should concern the Afghan people is whether the Taliban is a changed lot or not. The
Taliban has been making direct and indirect assertations about how they are a much evolved group on the question of
girls’ education, treatment of women and minorities, among others. But these are claims at best and that is precisely why
a deal with the Taliban should include commitments on its domestic behaviour.

What it means for India

Even with a properly negotiated deal, the ascent of the Taliban in Afghanistan would have meant a certain amount of
regional uncertainty and geopolitical recalibration. Pakistan, for instance, has been counting on the return of the Taliban
in Afghanistan which it deeply believes gives it strategic depth vis-a-vis India. Pakistani triumphalism in the context of
Afghanistan would have meant pinpricks for India. Now that there is no deal between the Taliban and the U.S., there
is likely to be more violence internally within Afghanistan while the external implications would be more or less con-
tained. This calculus might change if and when the Taliban returns to power and foreign troops withdraw.

India’s best bet in Afghanistan would be a negotiated withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan, for this

the Indian state. “If a superpower like the U.S. ca ushed out of Afghanistan by the Taliban with help from Pakistan,
would it be too difficult to beat India?” is the ardument doing the rounds among sections of aggrieved Kashmiri youth.
The manner in which talks between the Taliban and the U.S., were being conducted would have led to negative
consequences for New Delhi. To that extent, the breakdown of the Trump-Taliban talks is advantage India. The U.S. and
the international community, while picking up the threads of negotiations in the days ahead, will need to ensure that there
are enough guarantees built into a deal to disincentivise undesirable external behaviour by the Taliban.
India, on its part, needs to reach out to the Taliban, not to recognise it but to engage with it, in its own national

interest. In fact, we are already pretty late in this game, and with the Chinese, Pakistanis and even the Russians converg-

ing on the importance of the return of the Taliban to the Afghan scheme of things, one wonders whether India will ever
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be able to make inroads into the higher echelons of the Taliban. In any case, any outreach from the Indian side would
make the government in Kabul led by Mr. Ghani, unhappy. This leaves India in a difficult situation. Hence, such an

outreach will also need to be carefully calibrated and discreetly executed.

- GS World Team...

US-Afghanistan War

Why in discussion?

o In such a situation, when the Taliban emerged, the
Afghan people welcomed it.

o Initially the Taliban gained popularity because they

o The talks between the US and the Taliban on
peace in Afghanistan have been in full swing.

o President Donald Trump has said that the long-
running dialogue with this terrorist organization was
over without any conclusion.

o The conversation was to end with the withdrawal of
US troops from Afghanistan. Donald Trump said, "As
far as I'm concerned, that conversation is buried."

o The decision is attributed to an attack by the Taliban
in the Afghan capital, Kabul, in which 12 people,
including an American soldier, were killed in the
attack.

o So far, Zalmay khalizad diplomet from the US side
has held nine rounds of talks with the Taliban. But
after this announcement by Donald Trump, this
dialogue, which has been continuing for a year, seens
to be broken.

The background

o The rise of the Taliban occurred in northern
Pakistan in the 90s when the Soviet Union
forces were withdrawing from Afghanistan.
The Taliban, led by Pashtuns, emerged on the
Afghanistan scene in 1994.

o The Taliban is believed to have first emerged through
religious events or madrasas, with most of the money
coming from Saudi Arabia.

o After the Soviet Union left Afghanistan, there was
a conflict between several factions and people were

also disturbed by the Mujahideen.

curbed corruption, curb clutter and secure the areas
under their control so that people can do business.
The Taliban soon extended their influence in southwest

Afghanistan. In September 1995, the Taliban captured
Herat province bordering Iran.

Gradually, the Taliban were accused of human rights
violations and cultural abuse.

Despite international criticism in 2001, the Taliban
destroyed the world famous Bamiyan Buddha statues.
Regarding the Pashtun area on the Pak-Afghan border,
the Taliban said that it would create an atmosphere of
peace and security there and implement Sharia law after
coming to power.

In both Pakistan and Afghanistan, the Taliban either
imposed punishment under Islamic law such as hanging
the culprits in public, chopping off the hands of the
culprits for stealing.

The world's attention was drawn to the Taliban in the
2001 attacks in New York. In Afghanistan, the Taliban
were accused of harboring Osama bin Laden and Al

Qaeda, who were being held guilty of the New York

attacks.

Why doubt Trump's decision?

o

Even though Donald Trump is touting the attack
in Kabul last week as the reason behind stopping
the talks with the Taliban, his argument is not

embracing the majority of the people.
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o The reason for this is that the US has been talking 3 @ NATO and several US officials were killed in an

to the Taliban for the last one year and during this attack last month - raising questions, asking why the
period many American soldiers and diplomats were US did not stop talks with this organization when
also killed in the Taliban attacks. American soldiers were being killed in a Taliban
@ According to a report, 16 US soldiers have lost their attack for a year? In such a situation, it is now
lives in Taliban attacks so far this year. incomprehensible to stop Donald Trump's talks after

a sudden attack.
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The US-Taliban dialogue is crucial to India's security. In this context consider the following state-
ments.

This dialogue can not control the strategic ant India elements.
2. If deal is concluded this dialogue, then young Kashmiris and Pakistan, who are against India, can be-
come a problem for India.
3. At this time India needs to join the Taliban for the national interest.
Which of the above statements are correct?
(a) land2 (b) 2 and 3
(c) 1and 3 (d)1,2and 3

Expected Questions (Mains Exams)

‘Q. What are the implications of Taliban's retreat in Afghanistan in context of India? What.

better opportunities do India have when America withdraws from peace talks? Dis--
Cuss. (250 WOl'dS):
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Note: Answer of Prelims Expected Question given on 24 Sept. is 1 (c)
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