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"The Act makes NIA the only truly federal agency in the country, along the lines of the FBI in
the United States, and more powerful than the CBL."

and arrest people.

The NIA can, however, only investi ich are listed in the Act’s schedule, which largely deal with

the Indian Penal Code (IPC).
Now beyond borders
The new Bill makes three broad additions to the NIA Act. It gives NIA extra-territorial jurisdiction; adds four
more scheduled offences to the list of eight offences in the original Act; and gives powers to the government to desig-
nate sessions courts as special courts for trial of NIA cases.
In giving NIA extra-terrorial jurisdiction, the Bill allows the agency to register a case when Indians living
abroad or India’s assets based in a foreign country come under attack from terrorists.

“All major countries have this provision for their concerned agencies. The US was able to prosecute David
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Coleman Headley in the 26/11 attacks because they had powers to register a case in a terror attack that had happened in
a foreign country. Their nationals had been killed in the attack, and they took cognisance of the case. NIA does not have
such powers,” former NIA special director N R Wasan, who had prepared the proposal for the Bill, said.

This lacuna was a reason why the case against the Italian Marines who had shot dead an Indian fisherman off
the coast of Kerala in 2012 hit an initial spot of rough weather. The accused argued that the offence had taken place
in international waters, and thus NIA had no jurisdiction. It was after India proved that the offence had taken place in
Indian waters that the case could proceed.

The new provision will allow the NIA to register cases if an Indian embassy comes under attack abroad, or if
Indian underwater cables of communication in international waters are sabotaged. While the outcome of such cases
will continue to depend on how much diplomatic leverage India has with that country, the Bill empowers it to begin the
process.

The IPC does have provisions of extra-territorial jurisdiction, but it is limited to Indians committing crime

abroad.
Special courts, new offences

Earlier, setting up special ¢

The offences king (Sections(370, 370A of IPC, 1860); manu-
facture or sale of prghi i 19 cyber crimes (Section 66F of IT Act 2000);
Explosive Substang . Q i
part of its Schedule. N er the i

Arms Act alone.

What has not
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Recently, the National Investigation Agency
(Amendment) Bill 2019 (NIA Bill 2019) was passed
in the Lok Sabha. Now this bill will be sent to the
Rajya Sabha.

There were 278 votes in favor of the proposal whereas
only 06 votes were cast against it. All amendment
proposals brought on the bill were approved.

Responding to the discussion on the Bill in the lower
house, Home Minister G.Kishan Reddy said that while
the country is dealing with the threat of terrorism, the
purpose of the NIA Amendment Bill is to strengthen
the investigation agency in national interest.

It may be noted that the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) has made provision for registering the case and
directing the investigation in connection with any

scheduled offense outside India.

1.

In the context of National Investigation Agency (NIA), consider the following statements-
1. NIA is a federal investigation agency established after 2008 Mumbai attack.

2. It does not need the approval of the state to tackle the terrorism related activities in any state.

Which of the above statement is/are correct?
(@) Onlyl (b) Only 2
(c) Both1and2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Expected Questions (Mains Exams)

GS World Team...
NIA Amendment Bill, 2019

Why in the discussion?

About NIA

o

Expected Questions (Prelims Exams)

Through POTA the country was protected from
terrorism, there was fea inside the terrorists, the
boundaries of the country were protected. However,

this law was dissolved in 2004.

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is a federal
investigation agency established by the Indian
government to combat terrorism in India.

After the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack in 2008, the
NIA was formed.

This agency acts as a Central Anti-Terrorism Law
Enforcement Agency.

This agency is empowered to deal with terrorist
crimes in states without special permission from
States.

This agency came into being on December 31, 2008
with the implementation of the National Investigation

Agency Bill, 2008, passed by the Parliament of India.

Q.

Discuss the power given to NIA, established as a federal investigating agency, to make
it more impactful through NIA (Amendment) Bill, 2019. (250 Words) |

Note: Answer of Prelims Expected Question given on 16 July. is 1(c).
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