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""With the deadline for Britain leaving the EU approaching, Prime Minister May’s proposals have

been rejected yet again by Parliament. Amid the uncertainty, a look at various possible courses of
events."

WITH LESS than two weeks to go for the March 29 scheduled date, the nature of Britain’s exit from the
European Union, or Brexit — if it happens at all —remains uncertain as ever. A series of developments over
the last one week has left a number of possibilitiesiwide open. Will Britain and the EU be able to renegotiate
an extended deadline? Will Britain.eventually leave without a deal? Is it possible that British citizens will vote
in a fresh referendum, and what would that be about? Asleek.at where things stand, and what could possibly
follow:

What has happened on Brexitso far?

In a referendumyon Thursday June 23, 20 L6 xthosedavouring Brexit (Leave) won by 52% to 48% (Re-

020. In November

eement. However, the

main). The “transition period” is scheduled to begin on March 29 and'end on December 31,
2018, the UK and the EU agreed to the terms ofithe ‘exit, kinown as theWwithdrawal

14, they voted 413-202 in favour of Prime Minister May“as a delay to carry out Brexit. That
puts a question mark on"whether Brexit will happén on
What is in the deal?
An explainer on the BBC News website lists
PAYMENTS:- This relates to pa UK makes to the EU budget. As its financial obliga-

tions for leaving, the UK has agreed to continue ing these payments until the end of the transition period,

and the bill is expected to be £39bn. The withdrawal agreement, however, leaves the option of the transition
period being extended. If that happens, there will have to be additional payments, to be agreed later.

IRISH BACKSTOP:- The backstop is among the most contentious of issues. It is part of the with-
drawal agreement, meant to ensure that there is no hard border between the Republic of Ireland (which will
remain in the EU) and Northern Ireland (which is part of the UK). The backstop will come into effect if the
transition period ends without wider agreements being reached. Under the withdrawal agreement, it would keep
Northern Ireland in the EU Customs Union. This has raised concerns about a part of the UK being trapped in
the backstop.

OTHER BORDERS:- During the transition period, EU citizens will be free to live and work in the
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UK, and vice versa. Once the period ends, it will be able to set its own rules on immigration. The PM claims
the UK will be “taking back control” of its borders. If the transition period continues, EU citizens will be able
to carry on moving to the UK.

LAWS:- As of now, the European Court of Justice has the final say on disputes on matters of EU law.
Brexit supporters want the last word to be with a UK court. During the transition, the UK will have to continue
following EU rules and abiding by ECJ rulings.

What happens next?

There are a number of possibilities, the first of which is getting the EU to agree for an extension of Ar-
ticle 50 of the Lisbon Treaty (see ‘The Language of Brexit’), which in effect means asking for more time. The
request would be taken up at an EU Summit on March 21-22. If Prime Minister May asks for a short extension
and all EU member states agree, Brexit can still happen by the schedule. On the other hand, if May asks for a
longer extension and all EU members agree, Brexit could be delayed beyond the EU Parliament elections in
May (with Britain taking part). If the EU turns down eitherrequest, it could lead to a “No deal” Brexit.

How does the “No deal” option work?

It would be legal for the UK teo'unilatetally cancel Brexit, without the heed for agreement from the other
27 EU countries, the BBC explains, citing an ECJ ruling. However, it is not clear what that process would be.
When will the UK decide whether,to ask for a longer or a shorter extension?

The governmentreportedly plans tohold another vote this week. If the Speaker allows the vote, the PM
can present it as a chgiceilbetween passing the dealawith a short Brexit delay or rejecting it and facing a longer
extension. If succegsful, the PM could g6 to the EU Summit andfequest the short extension.

What if the request i$ for a longer extension, and the' EU agrees?

The delay would keep,open a numberof'possibiliti€s. 'For one thing, the prospect'of “No deal” would
remain, but that would happen atalaterdate. If the EUsagrees.to renegotiate the dealsthe' UK Parliament would
still need to clear it. If eitherof these does not.happen, various possibilitits (besides (No deal”), are listed out
on the BBC News website:

REFERENDUM: - When Parliamentvoted to ask the E¥J for adelay,it also rejected a fresh referendum.
BBC News explains, howgver, that a referendum is possible, atthough.not lik€ly. It could be a non-binding referendum
with the question to be determined. That would subject-fo Parliamentapproval, with a new piece of law to make a
referendum happen and to determine the rules, thewebsit&quoged an BBC News analyst as saying.

PARLIAMENT ELECTION:- If.ah eleefion issheld, the PM would hope for a mandate in the newly
elected House. If she proposes an election, it will n€ed the approval of two-thirds of the MPs.

NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION: - If the government loses such as motion, it will open up new pos-
sibilities. It will set off a 14-day countdown. During this period, either the current government or a new one
will face a vote of confidence. If either one wins, it takes over. If not, a general election will follow.

Theresa May is a Conservative, with Labour in opposition, but that may not reflect in how voters relate
to Brexit. Although economic views have in the past helped predict British political support, Brexit is different,
according to ‘The Interpreter’ column in The New York Times. It noted that on this issue, voters’ social views
are far more relevant. “People on the libertarian end of the spectrum tended to vote Remain, while those on
the authoritarian end tended to vote Leave. The result is that Brexit views slice across people’s party identity.
Both parties’ voters and legislators include a mix of Leavers and Remainers. There isn’t a ‘Leave’ party and a

‘Remain’ party,” it said.
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GS World Team...

What is it?

O It is mainly composed of two words, Britain
and Exit, which means getting out of Britain
from European Union-EU.

O The British public decided to go out of the Eu-
ropean Union with the aim of maintaining Brit-
ain's identity, independence and culture.

O After the law of the European Union (with-
drawal) Bill became the legislation, it has re-
placed the European Community Act of 2017.

O By March 29, 2019, the UK has to leave the
European Union. British law will be valid only
from March 29, 2019.

O Transition phase will start from March 29,2019
and it will end on the last day of December
2020.

O A draft prepared for agreement to separate Brit-
ain from the European Union is being called a
BrexitDraft Deal.

Why the demand to exit?

1. Subscription Charges

O The EU receives billions of pounds every year
from the UK as a membership fee, and in turn
gives very little amount.

O This amount is about £ 13 billion, which is
much higher than other countries.

O All EU countries give some amounts to the EU
for membership, but for Britishers this amount
is quite high and in return only 7 billion euros
are recovered. So the UK has to suffer a lot.

2. Administrative constraints

O There arise many obstacles during any admin-
istrative work in the UK. Work is done by a lot
of documentation and a lot of offices. There are
several procedures that have to be completed.

O There are such restrictions which are interrupt-
ing the development of the UK and the Europe-
an Union is pushing the UK behind, preventing
it from proceeding.

3. Autonomy

O People say that the EU is depriving England of
its rights and laws itself. Specifically laws re-
lated to fisheries

O The Fisheries Industry is quite developed

around the UK and the rules and regulations
about this industry are made by the EU.

The Parliament of the EU determines how
much the UK fishermen can catch fish and
what the export rate will be.

. Economy

If Britain separates from the European Union,
then it can make itself a financial super power
because London is already called the financial
capital. The financial market there is one of the
biggest markets in the world.

While the UK is being prevented from doing so
by the EU.

. Immigrations

This is a big issue because a large number of
immigrants fled to Europe due to the civil war
in Syria.

The immigration policy is also decided by the
EU, and not the UK, if it moves away from the
EU, it will have the right to decide its own im-
migration policy.

Exit Process?
O The process of getting out of the EU is given

in Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty. This article
has to be implemented. If the article-50 of the
bisbon Treaty related to exiting from European
Union is once implemented it can only be with-
drawn if all the members agree on it.

On the conditions of the membership, it is nec-
essary to get the consent of Parliament of 27
member countries which is a long process.
Lisbon Treaty is one of the few major treaties to
establish the EU. It was implemented in 2009.
To get out of the EU, two-year notice period
must be given and it will be considered starting
from the day when the UK parliament will ap-
prove the decision to exit.

After going out, if a country wants to join the
EU again, it can be considered. Proposals like
re-joining will be considered under article 49.

Influence on India
O There are 800 Indian companies in the UK. In

which more than 1 lakh people work. 6 to 18
percent of Indian IT companies earn from the
UK.

O In India, 8 percent of the total FDI comes from

the UK. It will have an impact on India's busi-
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the countries of Europe. This will increase the
cost of companies. Also, the rules and regula-
tions of every country must be obeyed.
Thelndiancompanies whohaveinvestedinthe UK
after the Brexit, will have a direct impact on their
balance sheets.

O Some of the major Indian companies that have

ness but will have to make separate trade agree-
ments with the UK.

O One of the major reasons for the Indian compa-
nies' interest in Britain is that, through the UK,
Indian companies have direct access to the 28
countries of Europe.

O India will have to make new agreements from

O

. 1. Consider the following statements :- E Q. Which hurdles are present in front of ,
. 1. The exist of Britain from EU is called } how it will affect the European scenario? |
] Brexit. . Elucidate. :
] 2. European Union is an economic and E (250 Words) :
. political partnership of 29 countries. . 1
) Which of the above statements is/are correct? E 3
] (a) Only 1 (b) Only 2 E [
1 (c) Both 1 and2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2 . [

e

( Note: Answer of Prelims Expected Question given on 16 Mar. is 1(c) )
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