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Saudi Crown Prince’s India visit

The Hindu

The Saudi Crown Prince’s visit highlighted the complexities in bilateral ties.
 As a standalone visit, the day-long trip of Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman Bin Abdulaziz 
Al-Saud (MBS) to New Delhi will be regarded as a diplomatic success, given the numerous outcomes. 
After talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the two sides announced measures to upgrade the 
defence partnership, create a “Strategic Partnership Council” to coordinate on security issues, and 
institute regular talks between the two national security advisers to discuss counter-terrorism, in-
telligence-sharing and maritime security. Saudi Arabia has also expressed its interest in investing in 
infrastructure projects worth about $26 billion. This is beyond its already committed investments in 
India of $44 billion for the existing joint venture with the public sector oil undertakings and public 
fund investments of $10 billion. The language on terrorism in the joint statement was something of a 
dampener for those who would have hoped there would be stronger condemnation of the terror attack 
in Pulwama. But it was significant that the Saudi government agreed to insert an extra clause calling 
on states to renounce the “use of terrorism as an instrument of state policy”. It also acknowledged that 
disputes between India and Pakistan must be resolved bilaterally. At the leadership level, Mr. Modi 
extended more than a personal touch to the visit by going to the airport and embracing the Crown 
Prince on landing. The prince repaid the compliment, agreeing to increase Haj quotas and release 850 
Indians from Saudi jails after a plea from Mr. Modi.
 These announcements and gestures would have been far more significant had it not been for 
the fact that MBS’s trip came on the heels of his visit to Pakistan just after the Pulwama attack. As a re-
sult, his India visit is being measured against the statements made during his Pakistan visit, where he 
praised Islamabad for its fight against terrorism. He also announced $20 billion worth of investments, 
in addition to previously announced aid of $6 billion in cash and reserves. While such comparisons 
may be unwarranted, the visit to Delhi would have benefited in terms of optics if it hadn’t been pre-
ceded so closely by the one to Islamabad. The Modi government also overplayed its expectations from 
the visit by billing it as part of a diplomatic offensive aimed at ‘isolating’ Pakistan in order to hold it 
to account for Pulwama. India and Saudi Arabia have steadily built bilateral relations and taken great 
care over the past two decades to ‘de-hyphenate’ them from ties between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. 
India-Saudi Arabia ties were strengthened into a strategic partnership announced in 2010 in the Ri-
yadh Declaration when Prime Minister Manmohan Singh paid a visit, and were bolstered by King 
Salman’s visit in February 2014 and Mr. Modi’s 2016 trip to Saudi Arabia. Point-scoring with Pakistan, 
or attempting to compare the outcomes of the two visits, now only undermines the carefully built 
compact between New Delhi and Riyadh.
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Note: Answer of Prelims Expected Question given on 22 Feb. is 1(c)

Expected Questions (Prelims Exams) Expected Questions (Mains Exams)

Q. Discussing the bilateral relations between, 
India and Saudi Arabia also discuss the is-
sues on which these countries have recently 
emphasised to work Jointly?

        (250 Words) 
    

1. Consider the following statements-
1. Recently, five agreements have been signed 

between Saudi Arabia and India.
2. These five agreement includes investment in 

National  Investment and Infrastructure Fund 
and cooperation in the field of tourism and 
housing. 

 Which of the above statements is/are 
correct?

(a) Only 1
(b) Only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

India and Saudi Arabia relations
Why in the discussion?
 à Prince Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi 

Arabia is on a two-day visit to India, during 
which time India will raise the issue of 
Pakistan-sponsored terrorism.

 à At the same time, both the countries will 
also discuss about the improvement in 
defense relations, in which joint naval 
exercises in included.

 à During this visit, 5 MoUs will be signed 
between India and Saudi Arabia.

 à Apart from trade and investment, in 
this visit special focus will be on the 
strengthening of bilateral strategic 
relations.

Agreement?
 à India and Saudi Arabia have signed a deal 

on energy.
 à MoU has been signed between India-Saudi 

Arabia in the tourism sector.
 à Agreement between India and Saudi Arabia 

has been extended to further trade.

 à The agreement has also been signed on 
sharing the broadcast between Prasar Bharti 
and Saudi Arabia.

 à In the area of the International Solar 
Alliance, the two countries have been signed.

main point
 à Foreign Ministry' sources say Prince Salman's 

visit to India is very important and India 
is going to be the eighth strategic partner 
country of its ally, Saudi Arabia.

 à Between Saudi Arabia and India, there is a 
bilateral trade of US $ 27.48 billion.

 à In comparison to 2016-17, it increased by 
ten percent last year.

 à During the year 2017-18, the annual 
trade between the two countries was 
1.95 lakh crore.

 à Saudi is the fourth largest economic partner 
of India.

 à India currently buys 17 percent of oil and 
32 percent of gas of its requrement from 
Saudi Arabia.

 à Both countries are keen to increase joint 
alliances in areas such as food security, 
infrastructure, renewable energy and 
fertilizer.

GS World Team-


