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Stormy weather awaits India in 2019

The Hindu

The country faces a difficult external and internal situation. It needs to show more dexterity on the 
diplomatic front.

 As India prepares for the general election this year, all signs point to 2019 being a difficult 
year. Whether this would directly impact the poll outcome is uncertain, but the country needs to 
remain alert to unexpected developments.
 As we enter 2019, the world outlook looks gloomy. Global disorder is the dominant impera-
tive. A global leadership vacuum is leading to chaos concerning rules governing the international 
order. U.S. President Donald Trump’s utterances and actions are provoking strong counter-reac-
tions, especially from China and Russia. U.S. Vice President Mike Pence’s attack on China, in Oc-
tober 2018, has signalled, according to many world leaders, the beginning of a new Cold War. Mr. 
Trump has threatened to pull out of a major arms control treaty with Russia. Russia has also been 
talking of building stronger deterrence. Cold War 2 seems for real now.
On different trajectories
 Nations are today working at cross-purposes across the globe. Russia is vigorously pursuing 
its pivot to Asia and for greater influence in Eurasia. It has deepened its partnership with China, 
and enhanced relations with Japan and South Korea. Growing tensions in the Sea of Azov (follow-
ing Russia’s seizure of Ukraine’s ships) could well lead to a major conflagration between Russia and 
the West.
 China is consolidating its position in Asia. In addition to its strategic partnership with Rus-
sia, China has mended fences with Japan. Its Belt and Road Initiative has become the most potent 
weapon in China’s armoury, with Vietnam and Japan endorsing this concept. India finds itself 
increasingly isolated in Asia as a result.
 Economic portents during 2018 for most of the world proved highly daunting. The most 
challenging was the spectre of an all embracing U.S.-China trade war. This had triggered highly 
unsettled conditions, and the situation was further aggravated by signs of a weakening Chinese 
economy. At the beginning of 2019, it is amply evident that politics is conflicting with business 
across the world. Hence, normal economic calculations are getting disrupted.
 A decline in Britain’s financial assets and of the pound sterling following Brexit, as well as 
signs of increasing fragility of China’s economy, are newer concerns. The likelihood of the U.S. 
moving into a period of slower long-term growth, one that is likely to continue for a fairly long 
time, is aggravating this situation. India cannot hope to remain insulated from these trends.
Ties with Russia, Japan
 Coming to India’s foreign policy concerns, relations with Russia and Japan could see a reset. 
The strengthening of the Russia-China strategic relationship and the recent warmth in China-
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Japan relations could impact India’s relations with both countries. Notwithstanding the warmth 
displayed in public by the leaders of India and Russia, and India and Japan, the character of our 
relations with these two countries could undergo a change. To what extent, is yet to be seen. What 
is evident, however, is that India will need to expend a great deal of its diplomatic capital to ensure 
that relations do not decline to any considerable extent.
 Managing relations with China will be India’s top priority. India-China relations are marked 
by a surface calm, but this masks an intrinsic struggle for influence in Asia and even beyond. The 
Wuhan Spirit, notwithstanding, little has changed as far as India-China relations are concerned, 
except that there has not been any major Chinese incursion across the disputed India-China bor-
der.
China’s outreach
 In 2018, China had initiated certain moves to create a China-Myanmar Economic Corridor 
on the lines of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The Chinese Navy is also poised 
to challenge India’s position in the Indian Ocean. Chinese submarines already outnumber India’s 
here. China is preparing to outflank India by seeking control of the Kyaukpyu Port on the Arakan 
Coast in Myanmar, and planning a canal (the Kra canal), connecting the Andaman Sea with the 
Gulf of Thailand. Together with China’s existing control over the Gwadar (Pakistan) and Ham-
bantota (Sri Lanka) Ports, if China were to succeed in its attempts, it could give it a stranglehold 
across the Indian Ocean Region. India’s capacity to counter such moves in 2019 appears extremely 
limited.
 This year could see a further consolidation of the ‘all weather friendship’ of China-Pakistan. 
During 2018, Pakistan facilitated China’s involvement in Afghanistan (and also succeeded in co-
opting Russia to be a party to talks with the Afghan Taliban). The CPEC having weathered quite a 
few storms in 2018, seems well set to progress this further in 2019.
 The prospects of India-Pakistan relations improving on the other hand, are extremely lim-
ited. Cross-border terror attacks are likely to continue, as also sponsorship of terror groups like 
the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mohammed. Where India will face even rougher weather, is 
in Afghanistan, where the Afghan state is perilously close to imploding. India has been kept out 
of talks with the Afghan Taliban by all countries concerned, including the U.S., China, and Russia, 
apart from Pakistan. This is making India’s position here highly invidious.
Mixed challenges for India
 The outlook for India in the rest of South Asia is also mixed. Towards the end of 2018, In-
dia could retrieve its position in the Maldives. It also succeeded in re-establishing its influence in 
Bhutan. The return of Sheikh Hasina as Prime Minister after the general elections in Bangladesh 
has been a welcome relief. Yet, India will need to work harder in 2019 to check China from wean-
ing away its neighbours, including Nepal as also Bangladesh, with offers of economic and military 
aid. India will also need to use all its resources to assist Bangladesh to limit the influence of radical 
Islamist groups there.
 Internal security, for the better part of 2018, remained on a relatively even keel. There were 
fewer Pakistan-sponsored terror attacks, but this is hardly an index of what lies ahead in 2019. Left 
extremist violence went up marginally in 2018, but the movement remained circumscribed within 
a core area in Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and Jharkhand. Ideologically, 
the movement has remained vibrant, and in 2019, both ideological and militant aspects will need 
deft handling.
 The more challenging internal security problems will be Kashmir and the Northeast. In 
2018, the situation in Kashmir sharply deteriorated, and the year witnessed some of the highest 
levels of violence since 1989. There was again a sharp spurt in the number of security forces per-
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Quad
What is it?
 à Quad quadrilateral constitutes Japan, India, 

United States of America and Australia and 
this regional coalition is called 'Quad'.

 à This idea was first introduced by Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 2007.

 à The way in which two nations form a 
trilateral relationship between the two 
countries and trilateral relations between 
the three countries, in the same way, it is 
a better effort of four countries to come 
together on one platform for the purpose of 
increasing dialogue and cooperation.

 à Its aim is to give a shape to the 'Indian-
Pacific Concept' in place of the predecessor 
'Asia-Pacific Concept'.

Why is it Important to India?
 à There are many reasons to revive the quad. 

Doklam standoff with China, and later 'Belt 
Road Initiative' encouraged India for it and 
the reason for doing so for  Australia and 
to a lesser extent Japan intends  to make 

Donald Trump government committed to 
the bilateral alliance and to strengthen them  
under the promises of the 'Quad'.

 à It is seen also from Washington of Minister 
External Affairs  Rex Tillerson's visit that 
Washington's intent is to strengthen  the 
relations in this area.

 à It could become  a NATO-like organization, 
which had success in 'keeping Russia out, 
joining America and reducing the stature of 
Germany'. For this reason, many observers 
have defined this new organization as a tool 
to circumvent China.

 à However, in order to become an influential 
organization, it must also walk in NATO 
footsteps, i.e. it must 'keep China out, 
America must be included and Japan musts 
given less importance'.

 à It must also be ensured that Washington's 
commitment to this area is not enough to 
just say it, but it also becomes serious abut it.

Potential Benefits of Quad
 à The purpose of curbing aggressive policies 

GS World Team---

sonnel being killed, alongside targeting of their families.
 The deadlock between the Jammu and Kashmir administration and militants is unlikely to 
be resolved. President’s rule has made little headway in sorting out the conflict-prone situation. 
Militant outfits, the JeM and the Hizbul Mujahideen, appear energised by the turn of events and 
can be expected to become still more active. More educated locals are joining militant ranks. Dis-
claimers notwithstanding, the presence of the Islamic State is also in evidence. The consequences 
of this as far as 2019 is concerned could be considerable.
 The other major internal security threat that India faces in 2019 is the resurgence of ethnic 
sub-nationalism in the Northeast. This has been simmering for some time, but now threatens to 
boil over, following the enactment of the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill. The Bill has given rise to 
fears that it would drastically alter the status quo in the region. The Amendment has helped unite 
vast segments of people across the entire Northeast. The divisive potential of the recently enacted 
Act, will have special resonance in an election year. It will demand sensitive and careful handling 
in 2019.
 Two other issues that kept the nation on the edge in 2018, i.e. farmers’ and Dalit unrest, still 
remain unattended as 2019 begins. Both can ignite fires, specially in an election year. There is little 
evidence, however, that the causes for the unrest are receiving careful consideration.
Considering the difficult external and internal situation, peace in 2019 may prove elusive. On the 
diplomatic front, India will need to be more dexterous. The internal situation will require to be 
dealt with far greater understanding.



629, Ground Floor, Main Road, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar,  Delhi - 110009 
Ph. : 011- 27658013, 9868365322

Note: Answer of Prelims Expected Question given on 30 Jan. is 1(c)

Expected Questions (Prelims Exams)
1. Consider the following statements regarding 

'Quad'-
1. Mainly Japan, India, United states of America and 

Australia are included in its establishment.
2. Its objective is to give shape to the concept of ' 

Indo-Pacific' at the place of previous 'Asia-Pacific 
concept'.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) Only 1 
(b) Only 2
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Expected Questions (Mains Exams)
Q. "India may have to face external and in-

ternal challenges in future considering the 
changing scenario of the world at present." 
What reforms need to be done to tackle all 
these situations? Discuss.
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of China will be successful.
 à This partnership can have a profound effect 

on the global power equation.
 à They can also contribute to each other's 

interests as well as contribute to mutual 
prosperity.

 à China's expansionist policy can affect these 
four.

 à Easy access to Central Asian oil and gas 
reserves and Eastern Europe markets will 
be ensured.

 à This coalition talks about the concept of 
Inds-Pacific in place of the earlier Asia-
Pacific Concept, and it has been envisaged 
for the purpose of strengthening it.

Indo-Pacific
 à The term "Indo-Pacific" has been used by 

marine biologists from the tropical Indian 

Ocean to define the expansion of water 
extending up to the west and central Pacific 
oceans.

 à But in the beginning of the 21st century, 
the term got place in the geo-political 
te r minolog y  and  i t  prove d  more 
controversial than its scientific definition.

 à This area, in the 20th century, witnessed 
bloody conflicts between different countries 
and different states of the same country, 
seeds of stress also appear here in the near 
future between the failed, potential and 
established nuclear power rich countries.

 à Due to not having a strong security system, 
there is a lot of apprehension of such tension 
here. In view of this, trying to rejuvenate 
the Quadrilateral Security Talk (Quad), is 
a remarkable step.


